NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE

i.

JEWISH COINS.

THE pages of the Numismatic Chronicle have not for
some time been filled with any papers on the Jewish
coinage. Whether the cause of this neglect be the
absence of art so peculiar to these coins, or the difficulty
there is in their decipherment and classification, it is not
necessary to speculate. Suffice it to -say, that Jewish
coins, notwithstanding the impetus that was given to the
study of this class some years since, have received of
late very little attention.

By those, therefore, who have made this interesting
and difficult branch of Numismatics their particular study,
the recent paper by M. F. de Saulcy must-be warmly
welcomed.

I propose to speak of the coins published by De Saulcy
in their historical order.

JOHN HYRCANUS.

De Saulcy publishes nineteen varieties of the coins of
this Jewish prince. I may remark as regards the reading
of the legend on Nos. 13, 14 and 15, i.e. " John the
high-priest and head of the confederation of Jews," that
the wordf(confederation " was proposed by Dr. Levy, and
not by Cavedoni.

VOL, XII. N.S.                              B